
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

October 10, 2013 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, October 

10, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington and Brenda McRae  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Senior Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

Absent: Commissioner Tina W. Ross 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly constituted 

to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ellington, Mayor Biggers 

led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  The Board unanimously agreed to move 

Item #10 Presentation of Proclamation Recognizing The Military Order of the Purple Heart, 

immediately following the Public Hearing for #ZC13-5. 

 

Approve Minutes of September 26, 2013 Regular Meeting:  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Austin, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the 

September 26, 2013 regular meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (a) Appoint Board of Directors for Mint Hill Madness; and, (b) Revise 

November and December 2013 Meeting Schedule for the Board of Commissioners:  Upon the 

motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously 

approved Consent Agenda Items (a) and (b). 

 

Public Hearing #ZC13-5 Filed by Paul Riefenburg and Jerry Helms, requesting a text 

amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Article 4, Section 4.2-General Zoning, to 

add a residential use district R-VS (Residential Varied Style.):Mr. Hoard noted the applicant had 

requested a continuance of the Public Hearing.  The Board unanimously voted to continue Public 

Hearing #ZC13-5 Filed by Paul Riefenburg and Jerry Helms to November 14, 2013 at 7 p.m. 

 

Presentation of Proclamation Recognizing The Military Order of the Purple Heart:  Mayor 

Biggers welcomed the Military Order of the Purple Heart and presented the following proclamation: 

 
Whereas, the Purple Heart is the oldest military decoration still in use and initially created by George 

Washington in 1782, as the “Badge of Military Merit”; and 



Whereas, the Purple Heart was the first American Service Award made available to the common 

soldier and is awarded to any member of the United States Armed Services, wounded or killed, in 

combat with a declared enemy of the United States; and 

Whereas, the mission of The Military Order of The Purple Heart, chartered by an act of Congress, is 

to foster an environment of goodwill among the combat wounded veteran members and their 

families; to promote patriotism; to support related legislative initiatives; and, most importantly, to 

make sure we never forget the sacrifices made by those so decorated; and 

Whereas; there have been many former Mint Hill residents who made the ultimate sacrifice in giving 

their lives for the cause of freedom, and the numerous combat wounded veterans who currently 

reside within Mecklenburg County, and as a Purple Heart awardees who contribute to their 

community in countless ways; and,  

Whereas, the Town of Mint Hill pledges its strong support to this noble organization and for those 

who put their lives at risk in service to their Country and their fellow citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ted H. Biggers, Jr., Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, North Carolina, on 

behalf of the Board of Commissioners, do hereby bestow honor and gratitude upon the Military 

Order of the Purple Heart and proudly support the recognition of the Town of Mint Hill as a “Purple 

Heart City in the State of North Carolina.” 

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 10th day of October, 2013.   

 

Public Hearing #ZC13-6, Filed by New Beginnings Community Church, for property located at 

5613 Margaret Wallace Road and 5329 Markay Street, tax parcel #135-20-108 and 135-20-107, 

requesting a Conditional District rezoning from R to R (CD) to allow construction of a parking 

lot: Elder James Worthy told the Board that New Beginnings Community Church had been located 

in Mint Hill for 14 years.  The Church had experienced growth and prosperity; in turn they offered a 

walking track, meeting rooms and computer labs to community members.  Additional parking was 

needed because of the phenomenal growth.   

 

Mr. Jeff McCluskey, Civil Engineer for MC2 Engineering, said the original building was built in 

2006 and a Family Life Center was added in 2011.  He noted the parking lot would be located across 

Margaret Wallace Road at the intersection of Bobby Lane and Margaret Wallace Road. New 

Beginnings Community Church utilizes off duty police officers for Sunday services and special 

events.  The proposed parking lot would provide parking for leadership staff (they typically stayed all 

day) and as an overflow parking lot to reduce parking along Stilwell Road.    The entrance would be 

located off of Bobby Lane and not Margaret Wallace Road.  The Church had agreed to install two 

security lights that would be on from dusk to dawn.  The Church was asking to forego the curb/ 

gutter and sidewalk but in return would enhance the buffer between the property owners and the 

parking lot with shade and ornamental trees.  Mr. McCluskey noted the Town and County storm 

water requirements would be met.   

 

The Board asked the following questions:  Would the entrance to the parking lot will be off of Bobby 

Lane?  Yes; the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) preferred as few curb cuts 

as possible to State maintained roads like Margaret Wallace Road.  Would the crosswalks be paved?  

Yes, there would be concrete sidewalks and standard handicapped ramps and a midblock crosswalk 



with a two foot wide painted area.  Off duty police officers would also be available.  Would a 

sidewalk be located on the Margaret Wallace Road side?  Yes.  Would police be there all day?  Yes.  

Did the neighbors located next to the parking lot have concerns and have they been addressed?  Yes, 

the Church was purchasing the property to the south of the parking lot and the Church did address 

most of the neighbors concerns.  The parking would be mitigated along Stilwell Road but there 

would be some parking there just hopefully not along both sides.  Would the ADA ramps, with the 

midblock crosswalk, be designed to direct the pedestrians to the crosswalks?  Yes.  Would the 

portion closest to Margaret Wallace Road be landscaped?  Yes, evergreen shrubs would be to Mint 

Hill planted in accordance to code; a hedge would be located along Bobby Lane and Markay Street.   

 

Ms. Shirley Watt, 11722 Bending Branch Road, addressed the Board and said she had been a 

member of New Beginnings Community Church for 3 years.  The Church had experienced 

tremendous growth because of their service in the community.  The mission was to save lives and 

make the community a better place.  New Beginnings Community Church wanted to give, serve and 

love…more.  The Church was a family that provided for its neighbors.  She implored the Board to 

please grant this request.   

 

Ms. Katie Jacks, 6624 Cheryl Circle, said she had moved to the area because of the openness.  She 

indicated she appreciated all that New Beginnings Community Church had done for the community.  

Crime, in terms of break-ins, had risen and the surrounding area was predominately an elderly 

community.    She said that security cameras had been discussed at the neighborhood meetings; she 

thought these would be helpful.  She asked the applicant if the fence along Markay Street would be 

removed; she hoped it wouldn’t because she liked the Morning Glories that grew along the fence.  

She stated she enjoyed watching the Church grow and thanked them for holding a community 

meeting where neighbors could express their concerns.  She concluded by saying she loved Mint 

Hill.   

 

There being no further public comments, Mayor Biggers declared the public hearing on Petition 

#ZC13-6 closed. 

 

Mayor Biggers thanked New Beginnings Community Church for their efforts in the Community.  He 

stated they provided a great program and a safe place for individuals to gather.  He expressed his 

appreciation to the Church for working ahead of time with the Mint Hill Police and other agencies to 

address the traffic concerns and special needs.   

 

Public Hearing #ZC13-7, Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, requesting a text amendment to the 

Unified Development Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.1-Variances, to change text, reflecting 

modifications made by the NC Legislature in Session Law 2013-126, House Bill 276:  Mr. Hoard 

stated the post draft changes would be online very soon and he would have a printed copy for the 

Board of Commissioners at the November 14, 2013 meeting. 

 

There being no public comments, Mayor Biggers declared the public hearing on Petition #ZC13-7 

closed. 

 

Public Comments: Mr. John Quinn, 12629 Idlewild Road, stated he had moved to Mint Hill thirteen 

months ago.  He said the Board of Commissioners had their priorities straight as indicated in limited 

commercial development, improvement of the Mint Hill Police Department facility and great parks.  

The best part was that all of these were debt free.  He said the Town honored public safety service 

and this along with the wonderful neighbors and residents made Mint Hill a valuable and unique 



place to live.  He was happy to see the Board honor the veterans by issuing The Military Order of the 

Purple Heart proclamation.  He commended the Board for a great job and he hoped to see them all 

after elections.   

 

Continued Discussion Regarding Renaming the Park on Fairview; Action Deemed 

Appropriate: Manager Welch told the Board that the Park and Recreation Committee had 

unanimously voted to recommend changing the name of the Park on Fairview to Mint Hill Veterans 

Memorial Park.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously agreed to rename the Park on Fairview to Mint Hill Veterans Memorial Park with the 

dedication to be November 9, 2013. 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Mayor Biggers stated Commissioner Ross had surgery on 

Monday, October 7, 2013 and it went well.  He asked that she please be kept in their prayers.  He 

stated volunteers were needed for the Veterans breakfast, Korean War Memorial Dedication and the 

Park Dedication.  He said his mother would turn 91 on October 11, 2013.  

 

Commissioner Ellington attended the Park and Recreation Committee meeting and the Chamber of 

Commerce meeting.  He also attended a breakfast with the Veterans associated with the Korean War 

Memorial.   

 

Commissioner Austin had surgery on Friday, October 4th and he appreciated the flowers and well 

wishes.   

 

Manager Welch stated the roads in the Mint Hill Village development were complete. 

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting 

at 7:52 p.m. 

 

 

 _____________________________ 

Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


